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Satire’s my weapon ; Lut, I’m too discreet, 

To run a-muck and till at all 1 meet? 

I only wear it ina land of Hectors, 

Thieves, supercargues, sharpers, and direcrors.— Pork. 


——OrvoCtrti—— 
LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF. 
ene Lee — — 


Krom the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow Bonze 
at Javan. 


NEW GROUP IN THE GALLERY OF FOOLS. 


As self preservation is the first law of nature ; and the 
meanest animals possess the right to the common 
boons of light and life, it is not surprising that We find 
every creature, animal, reptile, and creeping thing, en- 
deavouring to take that care of itself, which nature 
prompts, and its en renders necessary. But if we 
should see, a bull endeavouring to hang himself up by 
the horns, that he might dose. away the winter in tor- 
pidity like the bat; or a horse dive to the bottom of a 
river, in hopes to find there a safe shelter from the coid, 
and obviate the necessity of food, because the frog cain 
do this :-—-we should certainly laugh wilhout measure at 
the folly. Phe fools of the oresent age have found oft 
that costly, folly is beginaine to be beld in disrepute ; 
and having nothing but E filly to dis ese of fortheir meain- 
tenance, it is natural the Vv should wish to keep iy - 
pric 2 in ihe market :-—and Lif they Y took the wsuaé meu 
there Would be ne Hi ie CUNpPMISi od this. foals ms ae 
five. They hee been thie bistnenl plagues of all ALES; 

You. Vi. Ne. 12. 
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Hence, probably, the old adage, which every blockhead 
here throws in your teeth, if you notice his folly—* If 
fools are born, they must be kept.” Tt would certainly 
be most barbarous to knock them on the head; and if. 
they would be content to be kept as fools, the claim 
might be just enough; and Mr. Owen might be request- 
ed to build a few “ /ooleries,”’ instead of parish work- 
houses, in which folly might be collected to keep itself in 
countenance. Itought, however, to be remembered, lest 
the fooleries should be too crowded, that the adage only 
relates to Zorn fools ; or those whom nature, for her own 
purposes, threw into this “ breathing world,’ without 
brains, who could fairly claim admission, on its authority : 
and those who had made fools of themselyes should be. 
compelled to keep themselves. 

This digression about the disposal of the race of fools, 
which my affection for the order, has produced, is foreign 
to my present purpose ; which is to introduce to thee a 
particular class of blockheads, who propose to maintain 
themselyes in a most extraordinary manner indeed. 
The press, thou knowest, is rats’-6ane to the race of 
fools. They have an utter detesiation of it; and are. 
continually longing for those days, when— 


‘© Much was believed, and little understood, 
‘* And to be grave, was construed to be good!” 


it maddens them to think the oz/ is no longer considered 
the wisest of all birds ; and that a wig is no longer held 
to be synonimous with wisdom! They would give their 
ears, (which they could well enough spare, as portals 
that lead only to desolate halls) if the days of augury 
and oracular responses were restored ; and look with 
horror at the contempt openly thrown upon death- 
watches, winding-sheets in candles, and coffins, or purses 
flying out of the fire :—all which they say the press has 
profanely brought about. They lament most sadly, that 
people should say, it is not wearing a crown that makes 
a mana king ; or wearing a surplice and a_three-core 
nered hat, that makes a man religious :—contending that 
by these symbols monarchy and religion have been known 
for ages ; and saying that those who smile at the sym- 
boils can care nothing for the realiiy, The press, the 

















THE BLACK DWARF. 3 
gress, is their constant theme of denmmeiation! Only 
yet rid of the press,.say they, and the best of all umes 
would speedily i -eturn! They something resemble the 
Laplander, who when brought from the frigid into the 
ie mpcrate zone, Wished again for his “ long nights of 

“ yevelry and ease,” when he found there was light 
mais here to werk all the year round! At first they 
nished to treat the Pi ress, as the mad idelater did his 
deity, When he dashed it to pieces: bul the press was 
more able to pretect itself than the wooden vod. It burst 
its fetlers as fast as they were imposed upon. Its 
power grew under the means taken to restrain it. The 
gigantic fools, who tried to crush the ?rfunt Hercuies, 
were disappointed. The arch-fiend Pitt, and his associates, 
found it heyend their strength ; and their successors have 
frequently bound it only to witness with what ease it 
could snap asunder their fetiers! The fools stood 
amazed at their ill-fortune; but, like foolish gamesters, 
were resulyed to persevere. One honourable simpleton, 
seeing the press could net be vanquished, wanted a levis- 
lative measure that | only fools should be permitted lo use 
it! This was a most admirable contrivance; and almost 
equated the proposal of ° belling the cat;” but the 
wisest among the fools discovered that it would be 
assigning them the armour of Otranto s—a sword they 
could not weild, and armour which the whole budy of 
simpletons could not raise from. the ground. This proposal 
Was negalived ; and it was ayreed ‘that the press should 
be regulated in a certain method, lo give the bleckheads 
all the security in their power against the dangerous 
showers of unpleasant truths it was daily vomiting — 
{t was directed not to speak on certai subjects 3 if 

spoke once a week, for a less price than siz-pence. in 
the hope that as the simpletons had contreved to get 
hold of most of the money of the empire, those who 
wished to he instructed might not be able to pay six- 
pence for their lessons. which before cost them only tiwo~ 
pence. Here again the bloc ‘kheads were cisappointed ; 

for the enguirers clubbed their pence, and thus got their 
lessons for /ess than before. it was besides ordained. 
that the press should speak reverently and discreetly, 
ef its appressors-—that if was to he very modest, and very 
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religiaus , With all which provish 3, the press very readily 
oniplied. Tt eould not wed be misunderstood, speak as 
itimicht. It wees only to say of whom it was speaking, 

tnd iis meaning’ wes as obvieas ag the sun at iwoneday. 

: had bes 1} acemed lio HOLS fo LUE e eertaia potitical 
HISGeDICa ROLY ta i. nyt C‘astlereggzh : enEsid iO treat hin 
ford-fiip as a very mnceremt puble ctiaracier. The 


~ 5° °F . . ‘ ‘¢ ’ * ¢ — 
OPOnS. ebecdientas a child, as soon as it Was ordained. 
¥? a ’ oy, B. g } ae ‘ . emheany « 
eatled bis lordship tee ccesesé, and most virtuous slates- 
i ; . . r ? V4 j »* , 
rian that ever lived :—aad the PCOPiIC CEELCECKE = 


what thes did beforc—— 
Sud druched, perhans, a litiie more l? 
’ . ? 
As no change Was operated on the minds of the peo- 
ple, the fools raised a aes outery against tlie Press; al- 


thous: the Attorney Gener aly ani wt the Solicitor Geuveral, 
and ail the Judves, are particularly well aware, that the 
Y> 


the Whole, is a very well behaved Press 
eG, li is tree. the Courier, tne Post, br, Slop, 
and a few more, have no great pretousions to character ; 
bat they are 9 overbalances ’ by the remainder, Who Con- 
tinunily  s: pply -antidotes to their poison, that it is uni- 

niitted they do ne harm, Netwithstan: dines 
this, a sad outery vas raised by the blockheads, They 
pany the people were ectting wiser; and all “ the geese 


4 


ress. OF 


versally ay ‘) 


€ 


to the fooilature. That step had been. tried too 
often: 2 md (rough, with that paternal teeling which 
every State ougni to have for so largea portion of its 
subjects, and so respectable withal, it haa endeavoured 
to renter reason a _— oflenee, the culprits were so 
numerous, the 


in the capi ul? were alarmed. Ut was in vain to aj pply 


~te 

Tr 
~— 

) 


had netthner prisons te held, nor cou- 
rage lo proseente them all very now and then, 2s one 
oie enterprising than the rest, ventured between that 
Sevila, the Attorney General, and that Charybdis, the 


Solicitor General, he was seized Upon, and taught in 
some damp, darksome cell, the mercies of a Christian 
(PUVOT IRE nt. and the vaiue of a free constedudion / But 
the reasoners were nolning, daunted; and even the suf- 
furers were only made bolder by experiencing the truth, 
that itis not selwation, but ax legrily, that renders ex- 


-c® -) wt«"e _— 3 
istenere ws ae the having ! 
2, 
i Pee Be Z +e cnta thes 
an€ [coos have ther refore taken the cause into then 














THE BLACK DWARF, 397 


ver heads, aud it must surely succeed. Vinding an 
is ala od war against reason unsuccessful, they are deter- 
spigent fo combine: and as every single blockhead has 
beown his dart tp vain, ae wil] now try wnat can he 


| ts A, es : 
Nie! po by a hole (0) (2b? { of bi0e riche ads *. Biare hing 
F a ae. . 
im rae fe asi f pede and aise dae ie a S130 ACT of TOWs at 
; ee nan ce selina nkeimmaeies oo  . 
ere f AE Y are em! BaBK He { uUUce i tue COMMAanG Oi & 


ak 
.* ° fa oe ie } , thy + 65 . 3} , ; ‘ ate . A °. 
bale fe Chiata UpChk then H PULLONS are Ue Mhadais wee Ae 


bape f es not mean Complete Asses—but * Constiiu- 

‘tioned Association 3” and they are to lake their ground 
acainet af! taat sedefion, that results from reasoning, 
an® ati that blasphemy, whieh partakes of any respect 
for thet divine trut h, that—** God is no respecter of per- 
" earel The funds for Uvis purpose are already consi- 
derable 5 and the weapons omy are to be ke oe led. = For 
blocks! eads of such respec abetity and magnitude, thou 
will pe rhay 3 think I wrong them by line one of their 
orders of the day, whie h seems to imply more Wisdom 
than would be expected from such persons. — It is to this 
efoet—* that, as there is no one amongst them ca- 

* nable of pe 1 for ming the cuties for awhech they have 
“heen embodie?, they will encourage (tat is, Aire) 
persons of talent, and integrity ! in the literary worls, 

‘toexert their abilities, im confating the soni Sires, 
“dissipating the ¢dédustons, and exposing the false- 
* hoo: bs, which are em ployed be miched and designing 
“ men, to mislead the people! 

I confess, at first sight, there docs appear some glim- 
mening of reason about this resolution ; > that it shews 
they are perfectly aware of their own zrcompetency, and 
lvcorrigible stupidity —that it is a plain acknowledgment, 
they caumot “ confute sophistry,” nor * dissipate iila- 
“ston,” nor even ‘* expose falsehood !’—etad so far it 
evinces a degree of sef/-hnow wig” which is, perhaps, 
one remove from absolute foliy! But a little reflection 
will convince thee, that even this, so far from mending 
the matter, makes it worse : fur it is an equally plain 
confession, that they are totally incompetent to what 
they are meadasiiel to perfor mm: and an acknowledg- 
ment, that unless they can buy assistance, and hire 
mercenaries, their battle array is as ridiculous, as ime 
potent! Tt is a confession that they are more imbecile 
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than the adage paints. the dog, who shewed fis teeth 
without being able to ote 3 for they save ao teeth at add, 
nod are obliged io advertise for grondcrs, deiore iney 
have them even toexiibit? Are they ne at truly qualj- 
fed to lead the van of the order; and te claim for the 
raliant) Knight at their head, the finest cap and 
bells! Would IT had not disposed of mine to the 
Ministvy. [2 would have suited him to a miraele. 
Perhaps thou wilt say, as I know thee to be ever 
favourable to those who are even apochryphally 
allied to the human species, that the provision of funds 
lor so necessary « purpose, shews that they did 
not intend to act themselves, but to Acre others to de 
their basiness, as Geriaan soldiers were wont to be pur- 
chased at so much a head io cut throats, er as Italian 
bravos were hived to commit murder! Even this 
excuse will nut serve them. The King, who bought 
his soldiers, had them fairly made over to him; 
ancl when the stiletto of the ruffian had made all sure, 
his employer paid fer his bleody service; but if these 
hloe Ache: us confess they cannect ‘ confute sophistries,” 

how are they to ¢ed¢ when sophistries are confuted? If 
they cannot * dissipate Wusions,” how are they to ascer- 
tain that the illusions are dissipated ? If they cannot 
= as falsehoods,” how will they satisfy themselves 
the falsehoods are exposed? No, my friend, they are 
every way stupid. They have professed to commence 
a career, for which they declare themselves unqualified, 
either in siege or gudgment! and that they are te 
lean upon the skill, and honesty of the mercenaries they 
can hive! But how are they to judge of the abilities, or 
honesty of their teols!  ELere is another dilemma! An 
ass might just as well pretend to seitle the point of pre- 
eellence between two vocal rivals, as ihese things, from 
their oven account, io judge of what talents 5 would be 
requisite {G3 olners 5 tG WOUSSESS, io fi ior ht ih Hr battles! The 
yovernment of this country were ouce heegel at a re~ 
ported rebellion of the punches and puppets at Bartholo- 
mew Fair; bul these crusaders agains! “ie press, are 
still more ridicule us, still more coutemptible! They will 
next guarrel wilh ithe mon in’ the mor yn. tor appearimg 
tele eget at ean: ak will shortly eetvertise for cheeey 
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follows to go and = his nose, for which they will pay 
very handsomely! 

It is really intolerably provoking, I confess, that a 
‘handful of obscure individuals,” should have raised 
the wind, which puts these animals in such a pucker, lest 
some of the rafters of the old house should fail about their 
ears! But why should they Aol at the storm? Do — 
notsee that it would be much wiser to look lo the hovase 2 
They may advertise to eternity, before they can find 
any conjier to beitle up the tempest, t, Jet them promise 
ever su handsome areward. U pon their nrinciple the 
game is dosé already. Wihe people are so eager after 
seditious reason, as to obtain it in spite of all tue aities 
it pays, it will be useless to write nonsense for their pe- 
rusal. They would not read it, if it were thrown in at 
their windows. Buyeng it, is quite cut of the question. 
—These simpletons then, after having hired people fo 
write, must Aire folks lo re cad, and thus pay for being 
heartily lauched at, by both wr: ‘ters and readers. There 
are both writer 8, and readers, to be oblained on these 
lerms; but ne others; and if the simpletons like them, 
let them go on. They will unly be like old monarchs, 
whose di; gnity Was so dist ressing, that they were glad to 
license and ay jesters for laughing at‘ them. ined the 
world grew ‘bolder, and laushed at King Logs, for no- 
thing, anc the court jesters have been dispensed with, 
out of economy ; it will be charity for Uiis army of, 
blockheads to take them agai into constant pay—the 
place will be no sinecure, for they will have plenty of 
employment ! ! 

The basis of the manifesto of this s/mpe army is, that 
although one feol can do nothing—as “ isolated, indivi- 

“ dual exertion would be utterly inadequate” the experi- 
ment is to be made, as tu What will be the result of “ a 
“rexalar aud systematic union” of blockheads! They 
d: spate, it seems the axiom that, ‘ out of nothing can 

“ proceed wofhing ;” and are disposed to try what a fuss 
canbe made by a multitude of nothings! Speaking 

arithmetically, it is a plain question, in the rule of three, 
er to spea’s more respectfully the golden rule; and it will 
f 


stand thus— 


Ii 0 produ 0; what will 000,000,009,000 produce? 
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Thou seest the cyphers cannot move. There is no life 
amongst them—no power of prozression in value. One 
eypher is as good as twenty miticons of cyphers! Add 
to them as many as you will, Uiey are ovly cyphers! 
and cyphers they must remain! Liven. if they should 
hire some clever fellow to count them, it would not in- - 
crease their worth! He would be the only figure 
amongst them; and as he must stand behind these 
respectable nutlities, out of decorum, aad respect to 
property, they would diminish his value, but add nothing 
to their own, Set them down in decimal fractions, and 
they will appear thus, with the clever fellow added to 
them :-—— 

000,000,000,000,001 1!!! 


Hach eypher acquiring the power of diminishin & the 
fivure still more! Whatan army of nothings to invade 
ihe press! 

But in this abortive embryo, this array of shreds 9 
patches, this army of * fat pauuches, and lean pates,” 
there is something to entice the carrion; and though Py 
is quite clear the battle will never be foug At, it is 
equally clear, that the combatants are ready to bleed— 
an pocket! ‘The keen-scented carrion of Blackwood’s 
Magazine peer and chuckle at the proposal of hiring 
avriters ; and, fee! it their duty to praise so laudable a 
purpose, as that of purchasing their talents! This is 
cause for triumph; and, of course— 


Foo! cheers on fool, each blockhead lauds his fellow !”’ 


I class the carrion-eaters, and the carrion-meat together 
—as crows and dead asses are all called carrion. because 
Y take the wisdom to be /Aonesty; and consider the 
greatest genius as the greatest tool, who has not learnt 
the wisdom of integrity. He who has the greatest 
powers ought to be the most virtuous, for he has the 
best means of judging of the value of virtue. Hence 
when I see the carrioi-eaters before-mentioned applaud 
the prospect which is to place carrion before them at the 
expence of truth; aud state wilful falsehoods to cheer 
on the carrion they wish to devour, 1 cannot but think 
the foliy equal, as well as the guilt; for one party pro- 
fesses what it does not feel, and the other pretends to 
affect what it is aware it cannot ace complish ! The knay- 
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ary may be shared in different proportions, but the folly 
io tae same. Phe one lavotrs to be lanohed at- tie 
yher to be detested! 

i have not yet lcanmt what are fo be the first efforts of 
this array ol blockheads; but, froma knowledge of what 
they have to doa, Tecan point out them part of their 
indi spensthle duly » ~-They must publ ish one tract te 
ronvince three-fourth of society, itis their duty to starve 
in laborious toil, that one-fourth may riot in the luxury 
which their labours bestows! This will form a very. 
pretty tract, and js much wanted at present. Another, 
to prove that a man may be force {te tight the bat tles of 
his country--—te Hiablé to the service ot “all its civil offices 
—he compelled | to pay watever dilhiain of ms property 
it demands in fares; and yet have no right to enquire 
into the expenditure, nor have a ny Vv! ste iy the manage - 
ment of its affairs! There are millions who think a proof 
at-this would be better than th rus! ling the point of a 
bayonet into those who are nol satisited of tis truth. A 
third, might be a tract to shew why the Atfiorney -Ge- 
neral may laywhilly buy @ seet im the House of Commons, 
and prosecute j mother for the same offence! A tourth, to 
shew thal it was no crime in Lord Castlereagh, to traffic 
in seats; bul thal it was just to line Sir M. Lopez 10), wae 
and inyprison him for two years. A fifth, explaining th thi 
—_ the justice, of the House of Commons iteaicied 
to obtain hislibeoration after afew months confinem — sand 
he dumanity of Lord Sidmeuth in re fusing Mr. Johnson 
of Manchester, leave to visit his orpering irife, when 
he offered to enmamute the remainder of his tern a iin ~ 
prisoument, by the serifice of all his remaining property | f 
W hen these fracts have been piibhished, | have a fow 
wore sublecis for thera —— as an ex ibis com - 
ment on the deciaration of Mr. Justice Bailey, that 
heavy taxation is 2 pad blessing, with a hist of 
the advantages of the national debt: ——the redigion of 
Mithes; and a vreat many other fepies, on whieh itis - 
higt ly advisable the public should not be mesfed. But 
A sa: lly 4 lear, this array of bloekheads is al] gasconade ~- 
al] rao lomoruta, —_— “etd. AS if Wits said aon 


tA May ~ te 


Stee 4 . - eat ~_ 
4 4 } ai Fy te) i Fr: fit ow weit fied + thouiisaca mse, 
Marehed up the hil, and then—marched down again: 


} 
Vor, Vo, Na: 19 
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So the historian of this age will have to chronicle this 
army of simpietons,— 


‘« Out of their beds came all these simple men— 
“* They talk’d, and talk’d, and—went to bed again !? 


Should, however, any thing very terr7ble oceur ; and 


i, who am in the front of the battle, escape, thou ‘wilt 
hear the particulars of 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWAREB. 








LETTERS OF THE BLACK DWARF, 
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Krom the Black Dwarf in London, to the Yellow 
Bonze at Japan. 


OBLIGATIONS OF THE WORLD TQ THE BRITISH BO~. 
ROUGHMONGERS, 





Respected Friend, 


I shall at last be proud of the title of Citize 
of the World, though I may have reason to be ion 
of many countries. The age of enquiry has ushered in 
the age of experimental policy, and the age of reason 
and liberty seems fast approaching. The “mind is the 
most fertile of all soils. What a task for a philosopher 
to write the Aistory of revolutions, since the sons of Co- 
lumbia raised the standard of independence, and swore 
to be shrouded in it dead, rather than to furl it at the 
command of their enemies. ‘The English Boroughmon- 
ser system has atoned for all its evils! Let them in future 
be held sacred! Y es, my friend, it is to it the liberties 
of America are owing. It was the attempts of the Eng~ 
lish Borough system to impose the galiing yoke of its 
TAXATION upon Ameriea which induced the Ameri- 
cans to declare for inde pendence, and the rights of man. 
{t was to that insatiate lust of money, which has enslaved 
and ruined Britain, that America owes freedom and 
prosperity ! It was that attempt to pillage the colonies, 
that called up te spirit of Paine to shield the land of his 
adoption against the fraud and force of the misrulers of 
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Hie land of his birth. It was to the English Rorough- 
mongers the world is indebted for the Crisis, and the 
Rights of Man. Let then the Boroughmongers be held 
in veneration by the world, however Britain may mourn 
in their bondage. ‘The American Revolution gave birth: 
io the French Revolution ; and the throne of the Bour- 
bons, owed its fall to the Boroughmongers of England. 
The national resumption of the church lands, the de- 
struction of the edifice of superstition in France, was all 
owing to the example which the borough-faction of 
England compelled the Americans to give to the old 
world! All the overturning of despotism on the Conti- 
nent may be traced to the same source. The American 
revolution had prepared Italy. and Germany to be ready 
to exchange their masters for any others; and though 
the childish ambition. of Napoleon, to be called an Em- 
veror, when he might have had Emperors for his valets, 
ahecked the open progress of republican principles, yet 
the old system was unhinged: All the foolish deference 
paid by ignorance and fear to the titled oppressor, vanish- 
ed for ever. Men began to walk erect, and think their 
limbs, and properties, and liberties, their own. The col- 
lision of sentiment began. ‘the privileged classes were 
acrutinized with an enquiring eye; and it was found 
they were never more, but often less than men. All 
these principles of investigation were owing to the British 
Boroughmongers., They had lighted the fire at which 
every country began to kindle its taper; and now the 
floly Alliance have taken up the business of exterminat- 
ing revolutions, there is every reason to believe the Con- 
tinent will be altogether revolutionized. 

A black Republic is seated in the heart of the West 
indies ; and what is still better, it would be impossible 
for all Hurepe to unseat it, while defended with the same 
spirit in which it was established. Inured to the climate, 
and aware of the value of the prize they have obtained, 
the black population will rapidly encrease ; and a centu- 
ry will not pass away before the mimic pretensions of 
Mr. Wilberforce will be forgotten in an effectual abolition 
of the slave trade, an emancipation of the negroes ; and 
the establishment of a mighty empire of negroes. This, 
too, is a result, a blessed result of the American revolu- 
ven. In America, the principles of representative ge- 
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verninent werg urst applied in practice —were shewn te 
be easy, practical, powerful, and sal?. How the philo- 
sopher WI laugh at ch t the pre tended fe; ar of cv mancipath ng 
tie HOYT OLS, When Ans sfave Frade Was OE LILALLY abow 
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rontradiclicn fo Uiis trading peliey—this mercantile lie— 
this vile eonthveanee of ap ab maioalle system. ‘There 
ive has vnewa that ne ean rise Inte the dignity of 
man—that lie can be free, without licentiousness ; brave 
witboul ermenhy ° ant Wise, without tne pedantry af 


- 
ws 
~ 
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The strugeles for freedom, now just terminatiog with 
such splen ndid success, In South America, are sil to be 
iraced fo the came oricin—the American Revolution; 
and that to the Eriiish Boronghmongers. The advane 
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pulse. The seizure of Old Spain by France afferded a 
pretext fur independence ; and a sertos of Republics are 
now created on that vasi continent ; where the dlasphe- 
mouse libellers of the Deity, who dispute the power of tha 
earth to find fecd for its inhabitants, may plant muliona 
ow millions of human Seings, lo exw in the freedom that 
places happiaess within their reach, Por this, too, the 
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enon the portals of revolution by the means adopted to 
perpetuate their authority. . 

Next followed the Revolution of Spain—the Revolue 
tion of Portugal—and the Revolution of Naples. Ma- 
deira copied the example—and,.traversing the Atlantic 
on the wings of inspiration, the Genius of Liberty has 
appeared in the Brazins! Para, or Gran Para, the 
northern province of Brazil, has proclaimed the Spanish 
Constitution! without bloodshed, without aisorder, on 
the first of January last. The cnAgbifants and tho éroops 
UNITED! These are indeed triumphs to boast of! It 
is @ worthy origin of a constitution, that it should be the 
ofspring of reason, union, aud order! [is singular 
what rapid progress reason makes in honest minds. The 
proclamation of Para is worthy of the occasion on which 
it was issued; and shewsa combination of determination, 
generosity and mildness, of which despotism can find ne 
parallel. [cannot resist the icmptation of transerib- 
ing it. , 

‘* Inhabitants of Para--—This day we break the fetters 
in which wolence and ignorance have bound us. The 
moment of our liberty is at hand, and it is time that 
aut shoul.l contribute towards it. Until now, the will 
‘* of our ‘superiors was our law—from this day forward, 
“the (aw will rule both wien aad Low. Thus it is 
that we shall be enahiedio prosper. The constitution 
“ alone can make us happy. 

“ Inhabitanis of Para, Our bretaren in Portugal have 
shown us the example; and we, in following it, shew 
* that we are of the sume family. Let us still continue 
‘* to shew it. May the great work of our political rege- 
“ neration continue ever under the auspices of peace. 
** Let us respect the authorities. Let us forget all per- 
“ sonalities. Let us confide in the constitutional 25- 
“ vernment ; and let us shelter ourselves always under 
Z the shicld of public opinion. It is the obligation of 

every one to work at the vast edifice of our regenera- 
“tion. No complaints—no hatred—let all be quietness 
“* and peace.” 

This example must be equally attractive throughout 
the Brazils. Men are ashamed of being treated like 
children, and berin to demand to be entrusted with the 
*Aanagement cf their own affairs. Already a letter from 
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Rio de Janiero, the capital of the Brazils, announces that 
“ the Brazilians and the Portuguese declare openly, that 
‘Cif Portugal preserves her constitution, they aill have 
** onealso ;? and it adds, “ the change may take place 
© avithout the smallest disorder.” 

The inhabitants of Bahia have already demanded of 
the Governor the Constitution proclaimed in Portugal, 
and shew a strong desire to proclaim it themselves before 
a messenyer, he has dispatched to Rio Janiero for in- 
structions, shall return. 

These are matters for rejoicing at. They are triumphs 
brought about withcut either blood or tears. No widows 
execrate, 0 orphans mourn them. They are entirely 
unalloyed ; for the tears of the courtier, and the ravings 
of the public oppressors, are only matters for mirth there; 
also, there is no dread of the Holy Alliance. The Em- 
peror of all the Russias has no more influence her 
than the great idol of Janan. And should ancther Hol 
Alliance be formed between force and fraud, it would 
be ineffectual. It were as easy to level the Andes, as 
to perpetuate slavery. The press has sown the seed, and 
ihe harvest is now ripe for the sickle. I should not be 
at all surprized if the dull uniformity of thy letters were 
not varied by anaccount of a Revolution at Japan.— 
The sun as he travels westward must see these matters, 
and that he should give a good report of them when ‘the 
re-appears in the East is but natural. I know-thy mas- 
ter to be as good as most Despots ; and when the Spanish 
Constittiion is tendered him, I am satisfied, he will re- 
ceive it as kindly as the King of Spain; who js now be- 
coming an object of great commiseration With the minis- 
terial writers of this country. When he sent the patriots 
to his dungeons, and to the scaffold, there was no com- 
miscration for his victims; and the brave Porlier was 
sacrificed without a murmur from the Holy Alliance. 
Now that plots against the Constitution he has sworn to 
‘maintain, have been discovered in his palace, and the 
massacre of Cadiz remains yet unatoned, it is discovered 
that he.is brutally treated, because some of the people 
pay him but little respect. One of them says :—‘* Such 
‘is the actual aspect of the Spanish Revolution, which 
S was. to exhibit to admiring Europe the spectacle of @ 

‘ constitutional Monareab, enthroned in the hearts of ® 
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, 
“free and loyal people, who achieved their liberties 
-‘ without bloodshed, without violence, without excesses 
“of any sort.”—If this hope be disappointed, the Holy 
Alliance have themselves to thank for the disappoint~- 
ment; but when an alliance of Kings is formed against 
the liberty of the people, it is but natural that Kings 
should be suspected, and suspicion soon produces hosti- 
lity. They had much better take what the people will 
allow them, than hazard all, by aiming at a power they 
cinnot obtain. The few fanatic priests who are endea~ 
vouring to produce a counter-Revolution in Spain, may 
cause the King to lose all that he possesses; but they 
cannot restore bis despotism. 1 shall write to thee of 
the affairs of Naples in a separate letter. 
Thy friend and well-wisher, 
THE BLACK DWARF. 
P. S—While Iam writing, another source of congra- 
‘tulation has been opened. The rumours of Italy being 
not only ripe for Revolition, but that the standard is 
already raised, has bee confirmed. The soldiers of Pied 
mont have not only followed, but exceccfed the example 
set thein by the PATRIGTIC ARMIES of Spain, Portugal, 
and Naples. They have uot only raised the standard of 
domestic ‘freedom, but have boldly deelared they will 
march to ‘atiack the enemies of Naples. The whole 
Continent of Europe will shortly be of the same mind. 
France has been compelled t6 disavow any unien of 
‘ecuncils with the invaders 6f Naples; and to censure 
‘the manifesto of the Aoly brothers of Russia; Prussia, 
and Austria, in which they asserted her concurrence with 
some restrictive conditions! This, France now prudentl 
denies, as ‘she sees the storm gathering, lest it should 
pass the Alps, and burst again in Paris. The King of 
Sardinia offered his soldiers, the French Charter ; but 
it was refused, as a mongrel medley of liberty and des- 
potism, fit only for the approval of the Holy Alliance. — 
Fhe Spanish Constitution, which renders the monarch 
incapable of any mischief, was the object souglit; and 
Tam inclined to believe Lord Castlereagh was right, 
When he said the Carbonari meant to revolutionize the 
Whole Continent. Some -tustrian Officers have dis~ 
played a little of the Carbonari spirit, and I should not 
beat all surprized, if early news did not reach here, of the 
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demand of the Austrian soldiers fer the Syarvash Constr. 
tutzor, Which seems the general iratch word, and suffi- 
ciently indicates, for the comfort ot the Courier, that ail 
the revolutions have been accomplished by the very 
sane men! This, though an evident mistake, is quite 
pardonable in a be ‘iby almost se ared oul of his senses, 
as Mr. Courier most assurediy is. The same prine ‘tples 
have been evidently at work in all the respective armies 
and I am willing to believe that lodges of Carbonar; 
will yet be four d where they are least expected. The 
Emperor of Russia, it is said, is called home by sone 
urgent occasion ; and as | have heard some fears founded 
on the mode in which his father was dispatched to the 
heaven of monarchs, render Petersburgh a litlle unplea- 
sant to the nervous system, I can casily believe that only . 
a very urgent occasion would induce him to quit Haly for 
the frozen climates of the north. It would be no great 
miracle, if the Russian soldiers should proclaim the 
Spanish Constitution! Thou hast heard that the 
“ superb” regiment of Semononsky began to reason 
some few mouths back:—and reason is the stem of 
which revolution is the necessary fruit, in all bad 
and tyrannic systems. The French army dropped 
the sced in iis march, as it did in Spain; and, 
making due allowances ‘for .the difference of climate, 
the plants may be expected to shoot up this spring, 
or the ensuing summer! There seems to be a charm 
about this Spunish Constitution ; and it frets the bo- 
roughmongers of England sadly, that the “ envy and 
admiration of the world,” the English Constitution, 
should be superceded by this new-fangled Constitution 
of Spain, whicre there is not even a House of Lords to 
keep Monarchy in countenance, A shoot of the Eng- 
ish" Constitution has been planted in France; but it 
grows badly ; aud the rest of the Continent reject it al- 
together. What makes the matter worse, the Spanish 
Constit ution embraces the horrible pr inciple of Universal 
Suffrage ; which is likely to take deep root on the Con- 
tinent, and yive the ‘ lie direct,” to all the dangers te 
which. it was said it would give rise. This is almost too 
long for a postscript ; but the inteUigence was teo im- 
| portant to delay. Acc ept again my best wishes. 


THE BLACK DWARE. 
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My Masiecs of Misrule ! I have accom to pluck with you.” 
O.v Prar 


~———. + 


3%5. Cromwell seemeth to be distinguished ia the most emer 
neat manner, with regard to his abilities, from all other Breat 

gad wicked men, who uve overtertic “d the liberties of their 
country, The tintes ia which others succeeded in this attempr, 
were such as sas the s spirit of liberty : cuppressed and stifled by 
general luxury and venality: but Cromwell subdued his coun- 
try, when this object was at its height, by a successful struggle 
against Court-oppression ; aud while it was conducted and sup- 
ported by a setof the greatest geniuses fur government the 
world ever saw.— Dr, Wilhiam Warburton, aflerwards Bishop 


af Gloucester. Notes on Pope's Essay on Man, 1739. 
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386. But why enlarge on the beauty, on the magnificence, 
on the glories of Venice? or why describe its palaces, its 
churches, its monuments ? That liberty which raised these pom- 
pous editices ina swampy marsh, and opened such scenes of 
grandeur in the middle of a pool, is now no more. . That bold 
independence which filled a few lonely islands, the abode of sea- 
mews and of cormorants, with population and with commerce, 
is bowed into slavery ; aud the republic of Venice, with all. its 
bright series of triumpus, is now aa empty name. The city, 
with its wails, and towers, and streets, still remains ; but the spi- 
rit that animated the mass is fled. Jacet ingens littore truacus. 
It is unnecessary, therefore, at present, to enlarge upon the 
former gov ernment of Venice: suthce it to say, that itis now a 
petty provmce of the Austrian empire, and that of all its former 
territories, the seven Lonian Islands only, (once considered as a 
very insigutiicant part of the Venetian dominions,) enjey a noaai- 
aal and precarious iadepeadence, The unjust and cruel deed 
of destroying 4 republic, weak, inoffensive, and res; ectable from 
its former faine, belongs to Bonaparte; but the causes. that ied 
to it must be sousht for in the bosom of the republic isedf, 
fiad the same virtues which fostered the infant commonwealth 
tilt age had the courage which-urged it so often to um. 
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equal contest with the mighty power of the Ottomans, continued 
to inspire its sons; had the spirit of the wisdom that directed its 
councils during the famous ieagne of Cambray, influenced its 
decisions in 1797, it mizht still have stood ; and in defiance of 
the treachery and of the power of France, it might have pre- 
served, if not all its territories, at least its honour and indepen- 
dence. But those virtues, that spirit, that wisdom, were now 
no more ; they blazed out for the last time in the war of the 
Morea, (A.1). 17 18,) and even the last spark died away with the 
gallant Emo. Luxury had corrupted every mind, and unbraced 
every sinew. Pleasure had long been the only object of pur- 
suit,—the idol, to which the indolent Venetians sacrificed their 
tine, their furtune their talents. To attend the Doge on days 
of ceremony, and act their part in public pageantry; or per- 
haps to point out in the senate the best mode of compliment. 
ing some powerful court, or of keeping or patching up an 
inglorious peace, with the piratical powers of Africa was the 
only business of the nobility. ‘To accompany their chosen 
ladies, to while away the night at their casinos, and to slumber 
away the day in their palaces, was their usual, their favorite em- 
ployment. Hence Venice, for so many ages, the seat of inde- 
pendence, of comierce, of wisdom, and of enterprize, gra- 
dually sunk from her eminence, and at length became the foul 
abode of efteminancy, of wantonuess, and of debauchery. Her 
arsenal, where so many storms once fermented, and whence so 
many thunderbolts had, been levelled at the aspiring head 
ef the Turk, resigning its warlike furniture, became a scene of 
banquetting ; and instead of resounding to the stroke of the 
anvil, re-echoed tu the dance and the concert. In short, this 
once proud and potent republic, like some of the degenerate 
Emperors of Rome, seemed to prefer the glories of the theatre 
to those of the field, and willingly rested its modern claim to 
consideration, on the pre-eminent exhibitions of its well-known 
carnival. From a peaple so degraded, so lost to bold and 
manly sentiments, no generous exertions, no daring enterprize, 
is to be expected in the hour of danger, It is their policy to 
temporize, to weigh chances, to flatter the great contending 
powers ; and it must be their fate to sink under the weight of 
the victorious ;—sucli was the destiny of Venice. After having 
first insulted, and then courted the French republic, it at length, 
with all the means of defence in its hands, resigned itself to 
hollow friendship, and sent a thousand boats to transport the 
armies of France from the main land, over the Lagune, inte 
the very heart of the city. The English Commodore, in the 
Adriatic, protested against such madness, and offered to coves 





























YHE BLACK DWARE. Al} 


the city with his own ships—in vain! The people, who are al- 
ways the last to lose a sense of national honour, expressed their 
readiness to stand fourth, and to defend their country —in vain ! 
The nobles trembled for their Italian estates; and in the empty 
hope of saving their income,’ they betrayed their country, and 
submitted to plunder, to slavery, ‘and to.indelible disgrace. Not 
one arm was raised, not one sword was drawn, and Venice 
sell—self-betrayed—and unpitied. Her enemies punished her 
pusillanimity, by pillaging her public and her private treasures, 
by defacing her edifices, by stripping her arsenal, by carrying 
away her trophies; and then they handed her over, as a con- 
temptible prize, to a foreign despot. A tremendous lesson to 
rich and effeminate nations, to rouze them to exertion, and to 
prove, if sucii proof were wanting, that independence must be 
‘ preserved, as it can only be obtained---by the sword; that mo- 
ney may purchase arms, but not freedom; that submission ex- 
cites contempt; and that determined heroic resistance, ever 
should it fail, challenges and obtains consideration and ho- 
nour, 


Non tamen ignava 
Percipient gentes quam sit non ardua virtus 
Servitium fugisse manu 


ignoraptque datos, ne quisquam serviat, enses.—Lucan, 





—The Rev. J. C. Eustace. A Classical Tour through Italy , 
1812, 
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587. Is there, for honest poverty, 

That hangs his head, and a’ that ? 

The coward- slave, we pass him by, 
We dare be poor fur a’ that! 

For a’ that and a’ that, 
Our toils obscure and a’ that, 

The rank is but the guinea’s stamp,—=- 
The man’s the gowd for a’ that. 


What tho’ on hamely fare we dive 
Were hoddin grey, and a’ that; 
Gie fools their silks and knaves their wine, 
A man’s a man for a’ that: 
For a’ that and a’ that, 
Their tinsel show and a’ that 
The honest man—tho’ e’er sae poor— 
$s king 0’ men for a’ that, 
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Ye see yon bikie ca’d a lord, 
Wha struts, and stares, and a’ that; 
- Tho’ hundreds worship at his word, 
He’s but a coof for a’ that: 
For a’ that and a’ that, 
fis ribband, star, and a’ that,— 
The man of independent mind, 
He looks aad laughs at a’ thet. 


A prince can mak a belted knight, 
A marquis, duke, and a’ that ; 

But an honest man’s aboon his might, 
Guid faith he mauna fa’ that ! 

bur a’ that and a’ that, 
Their dignities and 2’ tirat, 

The pith eo’ sense and pride o worth, 
Are higher ranks than’a’ that.’ 


Then let us pray that come it may, ' 
As come it will for a’ that, 
That sense and worth o'er a’ the earth 
May bear the gree, and a’ that : 
For a’ that and a’ that, 
[ts coming yet for a’ that, 
That man to man the warld o’er 
Shall brothers be for 2’ that — | 
Robert Burns. Poems, 1792. 


——_— 


338. Would’st thou discover the true worth of a nati ?—be« 
hold him naked. Distreasure him of his ill got wealth; de- 
grade him of his dear-bought honour; disrobe him of his 
purple babit; discard his pampered body ;—then look upon his 
soul, and thou shalt find how great he is. Natural sweetness 
#8 never scented but in the absence of artificial,—Francts 
Quarles. LEnchiridion, 1940, 


ea or? 


389, There are virtuous and candid men in all sects ;—al! 
such are to be esteemed. There are also vicious men and bigots 
in all sects;--and all such ought to be despised.— Dr. Jo- 
nathan Mayhew. A Discourse concerning Unlimited Sub- 
mission, 1750, (in the Preface.) . 
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SUBSCRIPTION TO PRESENT MR. JOSEPH. 
~JOUNSON, GF MANCHESTER, WITH A 
PIECE OF PLATE. 


— AG Bre 


Some friends of Mr. Johnson, at Lincoln, have deter- 
mined to present him ith a picee of plate, on the day 
of his deliverance. The following is the language of 
the resolution, in which this determination i is embodied.— 
‘From admiratiun of his hanourable refusal of all 
‘proposals of a subseription, to meet his pecuniary 
« sacrifices. although so great a sufferer, in consequence 
“ of the M: anchester Meeting of the 16th of August, 
“1819; from sympathy with ‘his accumulated alllictions. 
“ the result of attending what he, and thousands of 
“respectable characters considered a legal meeting ; aud 
“from a strong abhorrence of the mode adopted ‘for the 
“ dispersion of a meeting of unarmed thousands, we 
‘respectfully invite persons of simila rviews to co-operate 
“ in promoting the subscription.” Subscriptions are re- 
ceived by Mr. “West, wire-worker, Strand ;—and ai the 
offices of the F: xaminer, News, and Black Dwarf. 

Norre.—The Editor need not observe that he concurs 
entirely with the views of the friends of Mr. Johnson. 
He has been long of opinion, that every individual per- 
secuted by thie borough-mongers for his political opinions, 
should have some token of public esteem. Medals were 
struck for the conquerors at Waterloo ; but he serves his 
country infinitely better than did those gallant soldiers, who 
contends against her domestic enemies. Public opinion, 
which has already pronounced an opposition td the sys- 
tem merttorious, should also render it conspicuously 
honorable, by expressing its approbation of the conduct 
of those individuals, who have placed themselves fore- 
most m the dan; ger of the serviee. It is not conquest 
alone that deserves the palm of merit: it is equally im- 
portant to pave the way to victory. I[t is not those who 


spring the mine, bit the skilful excavators, who are 
entitled to the praise. 
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" ADVERTISEMENT EXTRAORDINARY: 








WANTED—A large airy house, to fit up as‘a private 
madhouse, for various idlustrious foreigners, daily ex- 
‘pected in this country. The mansion must be particu- 
‘larly retired; as their ‘unfortunate malady has been 
brought on, by sceing great multitudes of people, ‘over 
whom they fancied themselves Kings, act as if Kings 
were not to be consulted about matters of state. Tt will 
be necessary there should be a few acres of land, to par- 
cel out into Aeagidoms for them ; and the servants must 
be cautious in paying: them all manner of respect, ‘which 
will be rernembered in the wages. If Mr. Owen have 
one of his barracks ready in a few weeks, it might answer 
his purpose to take charge of the parties ; and a clergy 
‘rhan of the Bishop of London’s opinion, that a King ean- 
not commit an act of folly, may be engaged as chaplain 
upon liberal terms. Enquire at the agents of the Pious 
Confederacy, not tarfrom Charmg Cross. | 

N.B. A fine sleck-headed fellow, with ‘the proof of 
liis talent in the rotundity of his belly, is wanted as 
‘cook ; the unfortunate parties retaining the sense of tast= 
ing in great perfection—it being the only one left them, 
in their affliction. 











NOTTINGHAM PERMANENT SUBSCRIPTION 
FUND. ESTABLISHED NOVEMBER, 1820. 





The Committee depuied to direct the application of this 
Fund, have great satisfaction in presenting to ithe subscribers 
and contributors this first report of their proceedings, together 
with an abstract of the accounts. Your Committee, which at 
its first meeting comprised deputations from only three com= 
panies, has since been augmented by deputations from nine 
other companies, in which subscriptions have been opened, and 
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ce veral friends have kindly undertaken to solicit subscriptions, 
unong such of their acquaintance as are not in the habit of at- 
‘ending public companies. The liberal contributions of more 
opulent friends, have furnished the further means of relieving 
several cases of peculiar hardships ; and it is hoped,'the mode 
:n which this relief has hitherto been applied, will meet their 
approbation, and insure a continuance of ‘such ‘friendly 
suppore. | eT ae er 

Your Committee have not, however, had it in their'puweér to 
relieve a tithe of the cases they could have wished to ‘relieve; 
they have therefore selected a few cases, preseriting,-as'th 
thought, peculiar claims to attention, and to these hive ‘been 
severally assigned such assistance as the limited ‘state of the 
fund would allow. aT 

Your Committee cannot refrain from congratulating ‘the 
friends of liberty and humanity, on the liberal support this In- 
stitution has hitherto received ; and trust, that the correspon- 
dence with our suffering friends, which has, from time to time, 
been communicated to the subscribers, will not only satisfy 
them of the moral propriety, and even the necessity, of their 
‘kind assistance to the dungeoned victims, but will excite them 
to use every‘possible exertion to promote so praiseworthy af 
object. 

Your Committee cannot, for a moment, think it necessary to 
‘nake a formal appeal to the feelings, or to the justice of their 
iriends, in behalf of this tund. To minds, open to the conivic- 
tions of truth and justice, and to hearts capable of feeling 
‘another’s wee,” such an appeal would at best be impertinent, 
ofnot insulting. The ealls of suffering innocence can never be 
heard with indifference, by the friends of humanity; and cold 
deed must that heart be ‘io thie cause of liberty, which does 
Not Ineessantly .pant to alleviate the cruel privations of the 
brave, the insulted, aad greatly-injured friends of Reform, who 
now crowd-our prisons. | 

The simple tale of their wrongs and sufferings, strikes every 
manly and generous bosom with a force ‘of conviction, which at 
once expels the cold calculations of misdeemed prudence, and 
oxposes the sophistical cant of affected friends of liberty, Let 
such pretenders wrap themselves up in a conceit ‘of their 
fancied superiority; but let us prove the sincerity of our pro- 
fessions, by contributing the little we can, to mitigate tlie 
punishment of those brave men, whose only crime has been a 
zenerous, self-sacrificing devotion to the cause of that Reform 
«which alone can save our country. 


Committee Room, February 19th, 1824, 








816 THE BLACK DWARP. 


‘ARSTRACT OF THE ACCOURTS 
irom 6th November 1820, to 5th February, 1821, inclusive 


RerKiprs : 


ce 

Subseripbons frout the Gulden Fleece » 41? O 
Ditto Union Room = 2 

Titto Shakespeare * a goa 4 

Ditto Newions Head . 1 $ 4 

Ditto Pox and Heunds , . t $10 

Diito Lee of Mution 039 Q 

Ditto Eclipse 1 1 9 

Ditto Wardle's Head _»« « &&]-e 

Mitie Deneaf York . . . «+» O99 64 

Ditto Ranclhiffe’s Head . 2. . . CCU CB 

ihito Hope aud Anchor . . . . . 0 9 8 

Ditto Sir Francis Burdett cs £8 
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TO CORRESPONDENTS. | 





We have to acknowledge the receipt of various Hull Packets, 
with essays Marked for our notice. They are fit subjects for local 
laughter; vidiculuus enough certainly; but merely consisting’ of 
‘tthe lies so oft o’erthrown,’’ it would be uninteresting to that 
vast majority of oar readers, who have ouly read in our pages that 
such an ephemeron is on existeace. The.reverend gentlemen, are 
another guers-sori’’ of persons. They. are links in the system, 


upon which the poor editor wishes to hook himealf upow: and 
they shali oot escape our atieation. 





TO J. G LAMBTON, Esg. 


—_——- 


Sra, Tth Warck, 182). 

The vias approaches when, agreeably to notice; you are 
to move for a redress of the grievous wrongs of the Lnglish Peo 
ple, for want of a constitutional representation in their Parliament. 
The nalure: of the evil, aod the extent of the injury, indicating the 
gualily and extent of the appropriate relief, you, of course, wili 
hold it necessary to propose, respecting that grievance in its seve- 
ral relations, a redress of every wrong, a remedy for every imjus- 
tice, The pubtic then have aaturally tu hope, the lask you baes 
undertakea wilt be performed ina manner worthy of your coun- 
iry's renown, asa teacher of the nations in the science of civil 
government—thaé master science on which pre-eminently depends 
the weal or woe of mankind ! 

Although a recollection ef indefensible expressions, respecting 
the most intelligent aad most correct Petitnouers for Reform, 
which afew years ozo dropped from yeur lips, may be a sufficient 
justification of my now adcressing you: be assured, Sir, P bave 
ho doubt, but that ingiructive eveats, and the onward march of 
TRUTS must, ere new, have wrought ia your mind no ssmall 
change, touching the principles and conduct of the petitioners iv 
Whom L have alluded, ; 

Althoogh the task you have imposed upoo yourself shontd secin 
Toumply, that your acquaintance with our nalignal Constitution is 
by this time ripened inte a fulness of kaowledge, which hath 
awakened within you a generous and ardent devotion: vet, Sir, 
i iw scarcely to be imagined that you can enter into the conflict to 
be expected without 2 awe-inspiring cabsciousness, that not onty 
Our native intilions, but likewise a large proporiion of the hamzs’ 
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race on both sides the Atlantic, now anxiously in search of sound | 
representative systems, will of course bave their eyes fixed on wha3: 


you are to produce. 


Under such circumstances, is it to be thought that an Englisk 
Gentleman will not be sensibly alive to the reputation, as well as to 
the freedom and well-being of his country! In attempting to new- 
model the decayed and dreadfully pernicious system which hath’ 
cankered to the core, eaten out, and supplanted the propet.represen- 
tation, of his fellow-subjects, will he sot of course aspire at perfec- 
tion ?. Will he fail to take especial care, never to-avandon -his safe 
and steong ground of elernal truli and undeniable right, whereon 


he must be immoveab e, to give tire uaprincipled violators of our. 


liberties the fatal advantage of an eicounter on their-own treache- 


rous quagmire of political expedicnce» and tyrannic discretion, . 


where to a certainty he must be overcome, if not irretrievably in« 
vulfed ? . 

With respect to the essential topics in question, he- must know, 
that at the present period, a far more accurate knowledge is fami- 
liar to the minds.of the very working classes of the community, 


than were within the.memory. of mea now iting; was to be found. 


among the philosophers or statesmen. Such are the triumphs of 
the press ! Such the benefits of free discusston ! 

He will accordingly keep in mind, that within the specified pertod, 
the constant scrutinizing siftings which the MATTER. of ELEC- 
TION hath undergonie in the purifying stream of criticism, have so 


effectually separated from it, and washed away every thing light, . 
worthless, cofruptible or superfluous, as to have. left. behind. for. 


our useand benefit, those parts alone. which, are. solid, weighty, im- 


perishable, and the proof of true liberty. This valuable residuum: 
he finds to consist of the four ingredients here following; namely, . 
universal freedom, equal representation, annual choice, and voting. 


by ballot. 
This manifest and magnificent resuli exposes.to scorn all the 


quackery of those empyrics, who. would fain prescribe for cure of: 
our inveterate disease their unscientific nostrums, which at best are. 
hut sorry palliatives prolonging the disease, but more properly. 


repellants to render it fatal. When, Sir, we behold all the evi- 
dences of a state rapidly sinking through extreme corruption inte 


extreme slavery, and that every altempt to. rectify an individual, 


evil, is sure to fall before an all-potent despotisin, can tame motions 
for half measures stay the plague ?) Can expedients in coutempt of 


righls, can practices i: defiance of principles, be thought consistent: 


with patriotism, probity, or political wisdom ? 


From the temporising conduct which distinguishes for the most’ 
part the more fortunate classes in the scale of opulence, we cannot: 
but infer their political imbecility, so disgraceful to our age and. 


pation ; but, Sir, to you, who stand forward as a reformer, and 


consequently as a saviour of your country, I address myself as to a. 
different kind of being, and an exception to the general rule. Duly 


estimating the deep inveteracy of the existing corruptions, the ex- 


tent of their ramifications, and the power of the corruptionists, is it : 


not incumbent on you to ask yourself this plain question,—* Cs 
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what must perenp the success of any attempt whatever at reform- 
‘ing our representation ?* Will not the plaiv answer he,—* It must 
‘prrenp on nothing short of a public vuice, still more uNanimove 
+ still more ENERGETIC than that which rescued the Queen from. 
‘ the fangs of those fieuds who had planned her destructiou ! 

Are you then prepared, Sir, by the universality of your appeal, 
by those spirit-stirring strokes which fire all human hearts, to ex- 
cite the requisite enthusiasm ? without this, you cannot succees, 
With this, in spite of boroughmonger divisions, you cannut fail, 
Truth is omnipotent, aod mind is on its march. Be faithful lo youre 
country and its constitution; avoid, as a pest, that traitor Expe- 
dience ; shun, as you would the plague, that fiend Discretson ; and 
stedfastly adhere to the people's rights. Your triumph at no dis- 
tant day will then be certain. 

He who in the Commons House advocates the sacred cause of 
human liberty, has for his audience the enlightened of the whole 
earth; but the quickest vibrations responsive to his eloquence are 
from the hearts of his own countrymen who immediately sur- 
round him. Were an orator so circumstanced, when anxious for 
unanimity for national salvation, to exhort a minority to brand the 
majority with a SLAVE-MARK of exclusion from suffrage and free- 
dom, should we not pronounce him insane ? 

Is not this the insanity of him who proposes a denial of suffrage 
to the working classes ? Shall it not be asked, Who were most pro- 
iinent and pre-eminent in saving the Quecn # * The working class- 
es.’ Who caoustitute a majority of the nation ?—‘ The working class- 
es? On whose physical strength does the state depend for defence 
by the sword ? ‘ On that of the working classes :'—whose produc- 
tive labour is the support of all the other orders in the community ? 
By whose activity aud skill are furnished the comforts, the luzu- 
ries, and the splendour of all others, from the trader in the shop, 
to the King on his throne ?- Whose original, inherent property in 
their own persons, and the work of their hands, is, next to God, 
who gave both this and materials to work on the source and 
foundation of all other property? Who, as consumers, contri- 
bute more than all other classes collectively to the TAXES? 
To all these questions there is but one answer :—‘* The 
working classes? an answer which, if a preference respecting 
a common right could be given to any, would be due to the work- 
ing classes ; who, at all events, have this stronger claim than the 
wealthy to the elective franchise, that, with equal right, they have 
more need of the protection it affords. Sir, there is no medium. 
The Liberty of the working classes must be established, or the liber. 
ties af all giust perish. | 

Respecting those who in opulence are but one remove above 
those employed in productive labour, meaning nousEHOLDERS, who 
at the same time are the inferior farmers or traders, should an un. 
christian pride rather dispose them to continue themselves in sla. 
very, than see the working classes free, slaves they ought to remain, 
But, Sir, it is not for one who hasa philosophic knowledge of man- 
Kind,—it is not for a Christian and patriot legislator, to excite or 
fo foster any such disgusting and mischieveus pride, by drawing 9 
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liue which should exclude from on inherent right of natures 
majority cf the people. Would snch, Sir, be the picture of a free ne. 
teow * 

Then imitate the Divine Author of your religion, ta equally re. 
specting the poor as the cich, or you cannot succeed! Imitate 

unadulterated law, which speaks to boin with one wotce, or you 
cannot bring the community to one mind, for influencing tor 
surrender those who hold the stolen i of Representation, avd 
have wsurpedthe sacred seats of lezisiation ; who are iaterested by 
the strongest passions of the bum: an tenet to hold fast their tyran. 
nic dominion and its golden fruits! 

Independent, Sir, of our duty to God and to “an—iadependent 
of our reverence for trath and justice, it is one nosey to promote 
a perfect unanimity of wind and motive through all orders and 


gradations in sociely, in pursait uf the Reform we seek, as, of all. 


orders and gradations, the true interest and the noblest object of 
ambition. It is, therefe re, our wisdom to simpiily that erand 
object agreeably to the simplicity of its nature; thal so, like the 
peculiar ensien whieh collects toa point a dispersed éaitalion, it 
may become, to all classesia the realin, 2 radlying standard iw the 
common cause of national liberty. 

if the poor caualiy with the rie h be inheritors of immortality, 
shal} they be de vemedt unworthy of inheriting the constitution and 
liberties of their earth! Y country ? Tf God. im his infinite wisdom 
and goodness, Have made all men equals in respect of natural right, 
as intellectual and moral beings, how satantc mut be the pride— 


how daring the impiety—how extreme the mental blindness of 


those infatuated mortals who, first style a brother not an equal 
but an inferior (as if of another species), and then presume to 
brand him with the SLAYER MARK of exclusion from treedom, 
Need I here, Sir, remind you that, towards the ciose of the long 
controversy on the al! -importaut guestion of Parliamentary Reform, 
as their last desperate shift, the opponents of the consfitutiona’, or, 
wy other werds, of the radical principle—-as if in derision of the 
Deity, for uot knowing how best to provide for the order and well. 
heing of his creature, man, in sactet y—as if in contempt of the 
very “basis of Christian’ ity, and with peculhar audacity as foiled dis- 
patams, boldly assumed to be Prophets, and impudentiy asserted, 
“an mitter oreknown’ to them, that Constitutianal Reform would 
produce vothing bat acarchy, evils, and bloodshed. Such, Sir, i¢ 
‘the tying spurit in the mouth of all the prophets” of onrborough- 
monger .dhads, to entice” them to thai battle wherein their per- 
nicions power, which must shortly ter manatee wie tepone ened im a 
vigient Revo lution, instead of a constitutional and ‘peaceful Refurn . 
Phe most pointed of these impudent prophecies, fer a reason 
sufficiently ohvion g, was ihis—that this consti itutiona? EVOL IN would, 
ina hurricane of tamultu ary violence, transter all property from 
the rich to lhe peor. Here. ii there was nu wisdom, there was some 
cunping. They tibelled the poor, tu enslave them ; they alarmed 
tre rich, to dupe thea, 
But. Sir, tO an extremely immoral, low-minded party, whose 
twooranee and folly had readered it an é as¥ task ta drive ihe with 
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resent who could compliment them with having a foreknowe 
iedge of things to come? Very slight appeals to history and: com- 
mon sense sufficed to expose > then as ‘false prophets prophecying lies. 

if, from the nniversal experience of ages iand nations, it be 
‘ound ta be contrary to the nature of man, for the poor of a 


nation, even when suffering extremes of oppression and provoca- . 


tion, forcibiy to resist their rulers and strip the rich of their pos- 
sessious, is it not mawifest that justice and kind treatment must. 


improve this natural disposition to order and obedience? Such . 


consultation and combination of the poor throughout an extensive 
country as to prove competent to such an eflect, must border on a 
miracle, wherefore it must be unnecessary and absurd for Jegislators 
to provide against sugh an eveat by any other expedients than 
justice aud benevolence. ad these been pracitced in France, that 
almost miraculous explosion of the human passions, the Freach 
Revolution had never been heard of. But if rulers and the rich 
will concur in the wantonness of oppression, and iv propagating 
vice and profligacy, till degraded man be converted to a savage 
beast, those rulers and rich mea must take the consequences of their 
own conduct, be they what they may, 

It has of late, Sir, we but too well know, been the licentious 
fashion to legislate as though we had no constitution, no guide, ne 
criterion of right and wrong, no perception of a difference between 
freedom and slavery; bul assuming that the vation was to submit 
to whatever the men in power should require to be enacted. We 
also ought to know that this licentious course has been the fatal 
consequence of our system of polity not being like that of North 
America and others of modera institution, a WRITTEN CONSTI- 
TUTION, 

1 will not here enter at large into a detail of the innumerable 
evils hence resulting, but content myself with expressing a hope, 
that you will not be emulons of copying from those who, in holes 
and corners drivel out their spurious Loyalty, and stupidly boast of 
their devolion to the BEST OF CONSTITUTIONS, which in their 
mouth means the present, that is to say, the boroughmonger 
system: andi will farther hope, that you will be as little ambi- 
tious of rivalling the holy alliance, who are for thrusting down the 
throats of the Veapoligans that unknown something which Lord 
Castlereagh tells them is, and which they call, the « British Consti- 
tution,” by any aitempts al thrusting any modification of the same 
down the throats of the English people. 

Those blasphemers of whatever is sacred in_ reference to God or 
nan, have it seems to suggest a few modifications, for adapting this 
unknown something, this non- descript imposition, to the national 
peculiarities of the people of Naples, as our own licentious legisla- 
tors may have for accommodating the same unknown, non-deseript 
system, to what, in their im: winations, may be the present condi- 
tion of the People of En gland. 

No, Sir, I trust you wil not agree with either class of Lord Cas- 
tlere: igh’ s pupils; and, iudeed, that you will prove yourself equall 
ent even to such of your W hig friends ae nay still retain a 

predilection for that fatal error of legislating, not iv strict accor- 
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dance with theConstitution of their country,* but in conformity with 
an unfounded expediency in place of principle, a tyrannic discretion 
“n contempt of justice ; a political ignus fateus which leads to no. 
thing but cenfusion and regu ! 

In the present extremity, when our alternative is, a recovered 
Constitution*® or a downright Algerine despotism, it is to be hoped, 
Sir,you cannot be capable of proposing, on behalf of the people of 
Fngland, as a measure of salvation, a mere fanciful modification of 
Representation, in some half measure, or partial Reform, which 
‘the Constitution® shall disown, and which intelleet, knowledge, and 
a sense of liberty, must alike reject! 

It would be in vain, Sir, to tell us, that your modificatior would 
be a less evil than that of Lord Castlereagh and his pupils. Modi- 
fication implies mutilation. But we want no mutilation. It is en- 
tire liberty we demand as our right. 

As one who steals five shillings is as truly a thief as he who steals 
a thousand pounds, so he, who, for reforming a greater mutilation 
of afree Constitution, should actually propose and cause a lesser 
mutilation, would be as truly 2 tyrant, as he who had caused the 
greater. 

Were you a Senator in a country governed by an Aristocracy, in 
which the jealous Senate, for preventing its subjects handling arms 
with effect, had, for ages, caused, by law, both thumbs’ of every 
plebeian infant fo be amputated, should you, on observing such a 
diffusion of knowledge as to have brought the detestable law into 
general abhorrence, be capable of bringing yourself to originate a 
law for haff reforming such tyranny, 2nd positively decreeing ‘the 
amputation of one thumb ? | 

No, Sir, you would doubtless do your best, by rouzing the pub- 
lic indignation, to free your countrymen altogether from such an 
infamously mutilating SLAVE-MARK. But, should the fears 
which you, as a resolute Reformer, inspired, induce the tyrants 
themselves to reform by halves, so thal thenceforward they should 
only cut off one thumb, you would, of course, leave all this re- 
mnaibing infamy in their own hand, and to be their own work ; for 
itis not to be supposed that, in such a case, you could ever com- 
promue—miuch fess, that you could consent—and still less, that, 
violating self-evident principles of morals and politics, you would 
bring yourself to propose that the Senate, yourself being one of 
them, should continue to cut off one thumb of every plebeian ! 

On this reasoning, | presume it is manifest, that, for restoring 
ithe constitutional Rights and Liberties of the community *, respect- 
tag its mutilated and almost annihilated Representation, the ont 
course that is ether moral, politic, rational or commonly honest, is 
clearly to lay down the constitutional principles which bear on the 
question, and, on that strong ground, resolutely to contend for the 
entire sum of Rights and Liberties due to the Nation; well know- 
ing, as we do, that those who are indebted to the Community this 
‘vast treasure are, at any moment, as able lo pay the debt in full a8 
by a fraudulent compounding ; that those who are the holders of 
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* ‘The Astericks refer lo the Postscript, which will be given wext week, 
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ong stolen goods, Cah as readily render up the whole as the minutest 
saré: and that nothing but sheer villainy stands opposed to anen- 
re aceordance—an unreserved compliance with the suffering 
gation’s é..gand. 

hos, Sir, | have warned you against the grand political error, 
that i the rock on which your party have too frequently split, and 
made shipwreck of their own and their country’s fortunes. I think 
i have proved that a legislator is aot at liberty, either directly or 
indirectly, —either by himself proposing, or by consulting to, any 
measure which is contrary to the constitution;* there being a 
clear distincticn between a legislator being the author of a tyranni- 
cal measure, and submitting to it, if enacted bya majority he can- 
not resist. : 

I am frequently asked this foolish question—‘ IF it be not better 
‘to get an &nperfec!t reforrs thau none ?’?—But what has this to do 
with my personal duly, which is to ‘consider the morality or inte- 
crity of being a party in the attempt? My invariable answer ts, 
that the Jest means, that ic to say, the éruest policy, for obtainmge 
uny relovar, is strenuously to coutend for that which ts perfect; for 
such is the result of my experience, ‘fortified by ali the reasoning 
that within my knowledye has ever been applied to the subject. 

By contending for that which is perfect, you bave the incalculable 
alvantage of whatever, in the structure of the human mind and hu- 
man heart, can impart to eloquence or logic persuasion or convictions 
whereas in advecating what is imperfect and unjust, you put yourself 
upon a level with your immoral adversary, having to sustain a mere 
cophistical wrangle between his expediency and your expediency, which 
iakes no deep impression on any human understanding, nor touches 
any human heart with enthusiasm. A principle of right and unfet- 
tered liberty out of the question, it isa mere strife between a mere 
ir less potent violation of justice ; and what is that in reality, but 
a more or less powerful knavery, in which case, what is to be ex- 
jreted, but that ihe weaker must necessarily yield to the stronger 
i mere number ? 

Liven supposing the Grampound Bill should really give to'the 
twenty pound renters of “Leeds the forms of an election, were such 
a wockery of right and liberty to be called any reform atall? Is 
it aurht else, deaving all.other things as they are, than a mere trans- 
fer of a curse from one place to another, and that other where it 
aust do more extensive mischief? And what can have been the. 
edect on the mind of dim who took so much troublein stirring thts 
stinking question? Like Mr. Curwen on a former occasion, he sees 
his contemptible brat transformed into an imp of wickedness, ana 
then abandons it ia disgust. O, Moderate Reform, when shaft 
this thinking people’ be proof against thy shallow deceptions ! 

it isto be boped that no juvenile Whig friends, who may be dis- 
posed to fight under your banner, will fancy that the genuine-cor- 
sliii.fional*, or, in other words, radical principles of reform are no- 
velies, or infantile notions which have not yet arrived ata matite 
rity of strength for political service. The maintenance of them 
ay the present writer in 1776, now five-and-forty years ago, was 
-at en bythe Duke of Richmond as the basis of the Billin 178¢, for 
“i comprehensive reform in our Represcutation. That nobleman, 
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whatever might ultimately he the infirmity of his virtue, was po 
ccaler in unsound vistonary projects, but a sirong-minded man of 
business ; and his subsequent Letter to Colonel Sharian in support 
of radi a reform, has ever bcen accounted a master-piece of lovical 
reasomag, as euperior tothe cavillings of a Castlereagh, as Locke 
surpasses a tricking sophisiieal Afette rnich. 

The Duke wasa Whig, and, had it not been for an in trigue of 
the factions Burte, workias on the too great factity of Mr. Per, 
would have been placed af the head of Use party, whe that dis. 
tinction was conferred on the Duke of Povitand. This, jo wever, 
isa digression. | proceed to shew thatia 1738t, alarge body of the 
Whigs of Yorkshire, with the reverend and exce Went Chr stopher 
WP yvillat their head, bore their testis wouy to those radicadnrin cinles, 

This, Sir, you wall find in ** yells Pohtient Papers,” Vol. f. 
By a Committee of #: ‘xty seven with only fee dissenting voices, it 
is there said, that Sthe dream of the tadepende nee of Parli: amient 
* <0 long and so fondly believed, is now : detected iilusion; anid, i: 
* consequence of that discovery,’ (Mind, Sir, forly years age!) 

‘ discontents have arisen ia the nation, which can cu ly be sup. 

‘ pressed by the utter eatinction of liberty,’ (which, recoliect Sir, has 
been the’constant labour of the borough faction, from that ons tu 
this) —‘ or satisfied by some substantial reformation of Parhaiwent." 

Tf that patronage, which forms the visible influence of the 
‘ Crown had been absideed in the most frdefensiole instances with- 
‘outa RADICAL reiormation of Parliament, the practice of cor- 
‘ruption would sill bave beea carried on fo as great ane xlent as 
eYrr, only perhaps in a more dang? rons and degrading ‘ mode.’ 
(367.) Is this, Sir, a recommendation of moderate, or ot half res 
form, wheu, ia the forty years which have iitervened, corruption 
hath acquired a tenfold addition of strength ? 

‘Whether the People should attempt to restore ANNUAL par- 
‘liaments, to extend the right of suffrage UNIVERSALLY, and 
‘toestablish a perfect EQUALITY of representation; ory whether 
¢ it does not behove them rather to confine their efforts to the ac- 
‘complishment of a more limited plan, &c. ‘These are the ques- 
‘tions, which, for some lime, were the subject of frequent discus- 
‘sion and much anaious deliberation, but not wore than their im- 
‘ portance to the Public well deserved.’ 

‘On behalf of the more extensive plan, much was argued on the 
‘TRUE PRINCIPLES OF GOVERNMENT with indet ‘atigable 
¢ zeal, and the censiderations which could be drawn from the NA- 
‘TURAL RIGHTS OF MAN, and the ancient priviler-s of Eng- 
‘ lishmen, were presented i in every form of argument, with equal t in- 
‘dustry and ability.” (372) 

‘ The diversity of sentiment, therefore, which bas in some mea. 
‘ sure retarded tne UNION of the People, arose NOT from a dy- 
‘ ference of political principles, for IN THEM THERE [ts AN 
“ENTIRE AGREEMENT, but solely from considerations of a pro — 
‘dential nature. The questions in debate have been, NOT, whe- 
‘ther those doctrines be maintainable in argument, for iT IS AD- 
‘MITTED THEY ARE; but whether it be probable, in the pre- 
‘ sent state of the nation, that those doctrines tn their fat! extent, 
‘are reducible to practice?) (373) 
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fiere then, Sir, you see that before half the members of the pre- 
sent House of Commons were born, the trae principles of consti- 
iytiencd Reform were known and taught; since which, (as you 
cannot be ynavant) they bave spread, like an inundation, wve¢ the 
land, making, iu aiere reference to this question of prudence, an 
mnonse di Hiceence in favour ofadvocating seform* oa ke ows true 
nrinciples; whereas, tl never was a Guestion of mere pradence, but 
als ays a. ahsalsle Picks = as inysers ali nd oihess, im thal saine year, 
Thl, aswell agen many anterior occasions, stret WwoUusly contended. 
Nor is id now tor the first. or the fiftieth line, it has been offered as 
mv eps: gi, tuntthe moe! perfect Reform will prove lhe most practt-. 
eible. Ta ing th rd letter te the deputies in 1781, tt is expressly 
cad, * A plan of Reform which thus addresses the affections, and 
* embrace s the inte rests of every individual, is, as [ humbly con- 
‘ceive, the ONLY plan which can inspire UNANIMITY, and 
‘ bring forth the IRRESISTIBLE POWLR of the PEOPLE.’'(p 20) 
W ith a correct Knowledge of the present state of the pablic mind, 
will it be possi! ble for an English Gentleman, having the smallest 
pretensions to judgment or pridence, _ propose at such a period, 
any other than a truly constitutional reform ?* What is patriotisin, 
or public probity, but a strict adherence to the Constitu/ion aud 
Public Right ? Must not, then, any intentional deviation therefrom 
he faction ? . 
There are, indeed, men in the ranks of reform—meaniog, how- 
ever, in the rear ranks—men of genius, who, to this hour, ean raise 
agrave and learued cayeeat ion at the popular phrase—* Universad 
Su age, sagaciously discovering that, being deficient in mathema- 
tical accuracy, iL expresses * @ sc If-contr a4, bet theory, which they 
call “absurd, and deem ‘inpracticable’* What shall we say to 
this species of criticism which will not ‘lees ite a popular phraseo- 
loa ona popula rsubject, although the English language affords no 
better, and althou: ch this very cavilling na as always i vecn foreseen 
and guarded agamsi, wherefore that popular phraseology ought to 
be candidfy a lmitted 2 
And what shali we think af those learned critics, who it should 
seem eminently possess that curious faculty spoken of by Soame 
be ated it hits Internal Evidence of the Truth of Christianity, of 
‘shutting the mental eye against the strongest rays of truth and 
relizion ?* (a. 19.) How do they contrive not to see that broad 
fact, § hat “huiversa suffrage is the basis, the practicaé basis of the 
atte constitutions of the four or five nations last admitted of the 
American isnion, as well as that of our nearer neighbour, Spain 3 
itbeine the characteristic of * univ ersulsuffrage’ as of Christianily, 
that it preaches the egua/ity of maukiad in the rights of nature, 
being equally favourable to the poor as to the rich, it must there- 
fore expect for some Hine te come, the scoflings an, + supercious 
sarcasms of those be have tu the ir hearts some recinants of an 
unchrist aa pride. IMPRACPTICABLE” traly! /mpracticable 
toinclode every man of mature ave ina parish rull, for voting at 
* parocaial pol’, in the election of a orsign to represent Ins district 
io paritsiment! Uftaiseavil be not the quintescence of absurdity, 
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where shall be found an absurdity to exceedit! Do not thera 
wiseacres know, that it is found practieable to tax every grain of 
salé put into the mouth of every poor man ia the kingdom! 

Let not such frivolous disputes divert your attention from the 
truth. The execution of fifty plans, or of any number, whether 
bad or good, may, as plans, be equaily practicable; but that isnot 
now the important question. The only question now of apy value is, 
whatis the plan which shall give practicability to CONSTITO- 
TIONAL REFORM? It has been already in this letter stated, 
that © practicable reform must DEPEND on nothing short of public 
‘ voice still more UNANIMOUS—still more ENERGETIC than that 
“which rescued the Queen from the fangs of those fiends who had 
planned her destruction ! 

Thus, after five-and-forty years of spirited disscusicn, the present 
writer, having built his edifice on a rock, finds that edifice exactly 
where it was originally planted : the rain of controversy descended 
the floods of sophistry came, and the winds of faction blew and beat. 
upon that edifice, and it fell not, for it was founded upon a rock. 
Shall he not then be rivetted in his original notion, that honesty is 
the best policy 5 or that, in other words, the best, or most constitu- 
tional plan of parliamentary reform, will,* for that very reason, be 
found the most practicable: nay—considering the extreme of the 


existing corruptions, which nothing short of a national strength. 


can by possibility shake off,—that such constitutional plan is the 
ONLY one that, in the nature of things, can ever succeed. 

Thus far, nearly, had I written when the notice of your intended 
motion for Reform on the 10th of next month came under my 
observation. The particulars you announce must of course be 
matter of regret; but what I have written I have written, and I see 


no cause to alter it. Experience must show which of us hath taken. 
the most correct view of the constitution, © and of the course of action. 


proper for its recovery. 
Should you, with the concurrence of your party, adhere in your exe 


periment to thetermsof your notice, willnot the Whigs be thought. 


to have a very imperfect knowledge of the Constitution,* or that 
they little respect it; but are as truly the children of expediency 
against righd, as ministers themselves ? 

Have you, or they, the shadow of a hope, tltat the sort of Re- 
form you have to propose will make the slightest impression in the 


way of far, on the phalanx of usurping Oligarchs? If this be not, 


the case, and the manmuvre shall nevertheless be persisted in, how 
shall the public be able to decide, whether it were a measure of 
real or of mock patriotism; seeing that to pass in this age for 
Friends of the People, itevery day becomes more and more neces- 
sary to manifest a knowledge of,and a sincere attachment fo, the 
common rights of the People without invidious and degrading dis- 
tinctions? §.,, when the constitetional Reformers were flattenog 
themselves that the Whigs were opening their eyes to their own 
= errors and impolicy, such a manceuvre of mere expedience 

aving neither a basis of rectitude, or a hope of success, may, it 
ismuch to be feared, greatly increase the difficulty of union 


feunded on confidence.—And to what, but to public convulsion, 
can alienation tend ? 
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imicht be asked, whatsort of a Division 1 should expect, were 
you, instead of your own plan to offer wine; and t might safely 
zrant that the result might be inferior in any supposable extent 
abatever, without making a concession of any value to you; for in 
fact the plan which in that assembly would have the fewest votes, 
in the nation at large, would have the greater number. 

In the divisions of a Commons House as now constituted, no ex- 
pression in the least favourable to reform isto be expected from 
mere transient, occasional, unsystematic motions, however tn them. 
selves individually just or wise: no; it is not from such isolated 
sprites of patriotism any good can arise: but from systematic exere 
tions,bottomed on a manifest devotion to liderty, as well as on a con- 
spicuous knowledge of constitutional — and the true principles 
of government :* besides which, the devotion to liberty must be 
shown, and the imperious necessity of radical reform must be 
proved, by a full exposure of the degislative violation of freedom 
of executive tyranny, Oppression and cruelty; of the wholesale 
commerce of corruption carried on between ministers and the 
treacherous usurpers of popular power; not forgetting the finish- 
ing touches of the learned professors of law and equity. 

Asarallying signal, and a desideratum, it isof the highest im- 
portance that a BILL for completely securing universal freedom be 
constantly held up : a BILL which all can understand and its bene- 
fits all can feel and appreciate. This alone will work wonders. 
Mine, as valuable as J can make it, is in your hands. Let yours. 
be an improvement and a model of excellence. A single definite 
and attainable object of supreme good hath in its unity that which 
most powerfully excites permanent and stedfast attachment. 

The plan of operations will prove infallible by attending to the 
two points ;—Ist, the final desideratam, as a rallying signal, being 
sonstantly held up; and 2odly, all other movements made to prove 
and to illustrate the necessity of securing that desideratum. If, on 
occasion of illustrations which may bring to view the infasnies 
practised to enslave and pillage the people, your adversaries charge 
you with inflammatory language, the ready reply is, that articles 
the most inflammable in the materia medica—ardent spirits and 
fiery spices—are the only specifics in the Jast stage of a putrid 
disease, when a body-natural is menaced with a corrupt dissolution ; 
and that for the body-politic, in a similar condition, a similar treat- 
ment is necessary. | 

lu holy writ it is said, ‘ Verily, a rich man shall hardly enter into 
‘the kingdom of God.’ For the same reasons, in the nature of 
things, shall it not truly be said, * Verily, a rich man shall hardly 
‘ obtain a claim to true patriotism ?? Were not this the fact, should 
we have been half acentury in the pursuit of a Reform which is 
the common interest of all, when, for a thousandth part of the 
wealth squandered by many arich man on frivolo;;, amusements, 
that information which would have secured the object might have 
been rendered universal throughout the land! 

But now, when the national misery and ruin hath at length filled 
all minds with consternation, and when the rich and elevated begin 
estously to reflect, shall we not look for even the miracle, of our 
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camels pussing through the needle's eye to save the state and the. 
selves? A state sinking ander ibs corruplious, 18 the very field of 
ambition poiuted outby Hachiave! to tbe aspiring Patriot. °A nobler 
than our ows, never excited emulaton in the virtuous chasé, 
“here is now hefore the uobie minded every thing thal cap arouse 
to worthy deeds, or animate io perseverauce. A “PEOPLE read 
even with aconfemptof life;tob ack and support ihe true FRIENDS 
OF THE PROPLE. The Prize—ENGLAND'S CONSTITUTION 
in that pristine simplicity and purily which & had during ihe times @ 
menlablwilight, but fortified and secured to posterity, by the fukness 
of knowledge in en age of Apri and-learning ! 

Tn rrora, that strike: all understandings and touches al! hearts, 
there is a generating aud prolific principle which scorns any limit. 
Its very voice is a seed of infinite increase. The ever varying wind 
that wafts it in all directions, bears witness to ils power of multi- 
plying itself? aod on the paper wings of a daily press it nay 
operates on the community. 

'fruig from patriot lips in an English Parliament, with light. 
ning’s speed illumines the land ; beaming thence with benificent 
effulzcnce over the whele civilized world, While they of Spain, 
Portugal and Naples are rapidly advancing their respective countries 
in reputation for political science, sha!!.an English Patriot endure 
the thought of Fnzha id s retrograding towards ignorance and bar- 
harism! No: To Eu: vianud it belongsto cheer, instead of discou- 
raging, the Nations st raggliag for Freedom! T o. that end it is 
bers to give thea the bencht of her dest knowledge in the 
seience of Licpreseatuiion, as grand ast is simple, being. the -most 
invigorating of all meutal nourishment, in their conflict with the 
demens of despotism, aad best calculated Lo inspire a | preference of 
death to servitude. 

At hoine, Sir, who shail doubt the effect of ¢ ene patriotism ia 
pursuit of Reform, tha hath seen the enthusiasns which the cause 
of the Queen so rapidly lighted up? Who shall apprehend its 
failure, tliat Observes what making common cause wiih the people 
hath done in the south of Europe, and is now doing beyond the 
Atlantic, aud io the Atlantic islands? 

Let but genuine Parliamentary patriotisin once manifess ils exis 
tence: let it steadily hold up the rallying signaid until it embody 62 
ever-growing phalanx of Reformers; rong as that phalanx . shall 
gradually increase in legitimate strength, boroughmonger prowess 
shall gradu: lly decay; its majorities dwindle into minorities; and 
the honourable House will as quiesceutly adopt constitutioual® Re- 
form, as the Pope’s friend, John, pacifically set his hand aud seal 


to Magia Charta. i have the honour to be, Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 
March 18, 3221, JOBN CAILTWRIGHT. 


* {)r. J. ad expiatis tlig word to si¢ gnify—* Bred in the Censtitution 
—Radical.’ 
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